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Lord Shiva

11 Rudra Avatars

Lord Shiva took birth on the earth as the eleven Rudras from the Kashyap wife’s (Surabhi) womb. These
forms of the eleven Rudras are associated with the battles with demons in the past in order to save the
people and Gods. Following are the name of eleven Rudras:

1) Kapali 2) Pingal 3) Bheem 4) Virupaksha
5) Vilohit 6) Shastra 7) Ajapaad 8) Ahirbudhnya
9) Shambhu 10) Chand 11) Bhav.
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Incarnations of Lord Shiva

Apart from all the above incarnations of the Lord Shiva, he had taken some other incarnations which
are described as below:

1. Ardhnaarishwar Avatars Ardhnaarishwar form of the Lord Shiva includes half body of Lord Shiva

and other half of the Mata Parvati. This form is very calm and peaceful, provides blessings to the
devotees.

2. Nandi Avatar: Lord Shiva had taken lots of avatars on the earth according to the requirement for
their devotees. Nandi avatar is one of all the avatars.

3. $Sharabh Avatar: This form of the Lord Shiva was the 6" avatar of him.
4. Grihpati Avatars Grihpati avatar of the Lord Shiva was the 7t avatar of him.

5. Neel Kanth Avatars Neel Kanth avatar is also a main form of him. Once there was arisen a lot of

Vish from the churning of the ocean. Lord Shiva had drunk all the Vish to prevent his beautiful world
from the bad effects of Vish. Mata Parvati had stopped the Vish to fall below the neck by putting her
palm on his neck. So, this form of him is known as the Neel kanth avatar.

6. Rishi Durvasha Avatars It is considered as this avatar of the Lord is the main avatar. He has taken
this avatar on the earth to maintain the discipline of the universe.

7. Mahesh Avatars Mahesh avatar is also a peaceful form of the Lord Shiva which blesses his devotees.

8. Hamnuman Avatars hanuman avatar is considered as the supreme avatar of him. Lord Shiva has

taken this avatar during the time Lord Rama to present a good example of the Lord and Bhakt in
front of the people.

9. Brishabh Avatars Brishabh avatar is the very significant form of the God Shiva.

10. Piplaad Avatars Lord Shiva helps their devotees to get free from the Shani Dosha in this form. It is
considered as the name of this avatar was given by the Lord Brahma.

11. Vaishyanath Avatars This is the main avatar of the Lord Shiva to his devotees.

13. Yatinath Avatars Yatinath avatar of the God Shiva represents a peaceful form of him to his
devotees.
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14. Krishna Darshan Avatars Lord Shiva, in this form had represented the significance of the yagya
and important religious rituals in Hinduism.

15. Awdhuteshwar Avatars In this form Lord Shiva had crushed the ego of proud Indra.
16. Bhichhuwarya Avatars In this form, Lord Shiva protects his all creatures from any difficulty.

17. Sureshwar Avatars This form of Lord Shiva represents the love and care of him towards his
devotees.

18. Bramhchari Avatars Lord Shiva had taken this avatar to test the Mata Parvati. When Sati

rebirth on the earth to the Himalaya’s house as his daughter, Parvati and started worshipping the God
Shiva to marry him.

19. Sunatnartak Avatars Lord Shiva had taken this form to ask the hand of Parvati from her father,
Himalaya.

20. $addhu Avatars Lord Shiva had taken Sadhu avatar many times according to the need of his
devotees.

21. Vibhuashwathama Avatars Lord Shiva had taken this avatar in the Mahabharat as
Ashwatthama (son Dronacharya).

22. Kiraat Avatars Lord Shiva, in this form had taken the test of Arjuna.

23. Veerbhadra Avatar: This avatar was taken by the Lord Shiva after the sacrifice of the Sati into
the Daksha’s yagya. This form of the Lord Shiva was very terrible, face was full of angry, hair opened,
indicated his love and care towards his wife.

24. Bhairav Avatar: Lord Shiva has taken Bhairav avatar to protect the Sati pindas. After the death

of Sati into the yagya of Daksha, Lord Shiva was wandering all over the world by taking the Sati body.
Lord Vishnu had cut the body of Sati into many pieces (52) by his wheel. Those pieces were fallen on the
earth. So to protect those Sati pindas from the devils, Lord Shiva had taken the Bhairav avatar.

25. Allama Prabhu: This is one of the incarnations of the Lord Shiva. This form was involved with the
Kalyanapuri revolution where Bijala Raja was slain.

26. Khandeba: This is another incarnation of the Lord Shiva having horse as his vehicle and loaded
with the sword, trident, bowl and trident.
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Lord Shiva (19 Avatars)

1/20

An avatar is a purposeful descent of a God to the earth. This descent could be in the form of a human or an
animal. Usually, the motive of this descent is to destroy the evil.Talking about Lord Shiva, he incarnated 19
times to earth. Let’s know more about these 19 avatars and the significance behind it.

PIPLAAD AVATAR:

2/20
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Lord Shiva incarnated as Piplaad and took birth in the house of a sage Dadhichi. However, before the birth of
Piplaad, the sage left his home. While growing up, when Piplaad got to know that his father had to leave the
house due to the malefic effects of Shani, he cursed him. Later, he forgave Shani on a condition that Shani
would never trouble anyone before the age of 16 years. This is why people worship Piplaad to overcome the
Shani dosha.

NANDI AVATAR:

3/20

Nandi, the bull, is another avatar of Lord Shiva. He worshipped as Lord Shiva in many parts of India. It is
believed that the Nandi avatar is the master of all the living beings on Earth. Nandi is depicted as a bull with
four hands. Two hands holding the axe and antelope, while the other two hands are joined.
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VEERBHADRA AVATAR:

Veerbhadra is the fearsome manifestation of Lord Shiva, which originated when Goddess Sati immolated
herself into the fire at the Daksha Yagna. Lord Shiva plucked a hair strand from his head. Through this strand,
Veerbhadra and Rudrakali were born. Veerbhadra killed Daksh and served his head at the Yagna.

BHAIRAVA AVATAR:

5/20
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This is another terrifying form of Lord Shiva. He took this avatar to show his dominance over all the Gods.
Once, a fight took place between Lord Brahma and Lord Vishnu, and Brahma lied about his superiority. Then
Bhairava cut his head to defeat his arrogance. This form is Lord Shiva is believed to guard all the Shaktipeeths.

ASHWATTHAMA AVATAR:

6/20

This manifestation of Lord Shiva is believed to be born to Dronacharya and is the expression the Shiva’s anger
and death. Ashwatthama killed all the oppressive Kshatriyas during the Mahabharat.

SHARABHA AVATAR:

7/20
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Sharabha is another terrifying avatar of Lord Shiva, which depicts the half-bird and half lion form. According
to the Shiv Purana, Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of Sharabha to tame Lord Narasimha (the half-lion
avatar of Lord Vishnu).

GRIHAPATI AVATAR:

Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of a human and took birth in the house of a Brahmin named Vishwanar.
Lord Brahma named this son as Grihapati. When Grihapati was 9 years old, the family got to know that
Grihapati is going to die soon. To overcome death, Grihapati went to Kashi, where is got blessed by Lord
Shiva and conquered death.

DURVASA AVATAR
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It is believed that Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of Durvasa, a Sage, to maintain discipline in the universe.
Durvasa was short tempered and was indirectly responsible for the Samudra Manthan.

HANUMAN AVATAR:

10/20

The biggest disciple of Lord Rama, Hanuman is an incarnation of Lord Shiva. It is believed that during
Ramayana, Lord Shiva took birth as Hanuman to serve Lord Vishnu in the form of Rama.

RISHABH AVATAR:
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11/20

In the patal Lok, sons of Lord Vishnu were tormenting Humans and Gods alike. To teach them a lesson, Lord
Shiva incarnated in the form of Ox or Vrishabha and killed all the cruel sons of Lord Vishnu. Lord Vishnu
came to fight the Rishabh, but realising that it was Lord Shiva, he returned to his abode.

YATINATH AVATAR:

12/20

Yatinath is another incarnation of Lord Shiva in which he visited a tribal couple Aahuk and Aahuka. During
his visit to the couple, Aahuk got killed by a wild animal. Finding her husband dead, Aahuka decided to kill
herself. Then Lord Shiva appeared in his real form and blessed her with a boon, which says that she and her
husband will reborn as Nala and Damayanti, and Lord Shiva will unite them.

KRISHNA DARSHAN AVATAR:
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Lord Shiva reincarnated in this form to highlight the importance of yagnas and other religious rituals in a
person’s life.

BHIKSHUVARYA AVATAR:

14/20

[t is believed that Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of Bhikshuvarya to protect human beings from all kind of
dangers. There is a story associated with this avatar, which says that Lord Shiva manifested himself as a beggar
to help a poor orphan child.
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SURESHWAR AVATAR:

Lord Shiva was very pleased by the penance of Upamanyu, an avid devotee of Lord Vishnu. To test his
devotion, Lord Shiva appeared in the form of Lord Shiva. This is why he came to be known as Sureshwar.

KEERAT AVATAR:

Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of a hunter of Keerat to test the devotion of Arjuna and kill the demon
Mooka. During the test, Lord Shiva got pleased with Arjuna and gifted him his Pashupata.
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SUNTANTARKA AVATAR:
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17/20

Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of Suntantarka to ask the hand of Maa Parvati for marriage from her father
Himalaya.

BRAHMACHARI AVATAR:

18/20

This is yet another manifestation of Lord Shiva, which was taken by him to test Maa Parvati. Maa Parvati
worshipped Lord Shiva with true devotion and observed penance, and got Lord Shiva as her husband.
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YAKSHESHWAR AVATAR:

19/20

After samdura manthan, Gods were blessed with the Amrit, which added to their arrogance. To eradicate this
false ego, Lord Shiva incarnated in the form of a Yaksha.

AVADHUT AVATAR:

20/20

There was a time when Lord Indra became blind with the arrogance. To destroy the false pride of Lord Indra,
Lord Shiva manifested in the form of Avadhut.
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LORD SIVA SLOKAS

Name Mantra Name Meaning
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